
Montana Department of Transportation 
PO Box 201001 

Helena, MT 59620-1001 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: See Distribution  
 
From: Mark Wissinger, P.E. 

Construction Engineer 
 
Date: October 23, 2006 
 
Subject: Supplemental Specification Revision: 603.03.4 Backfilling 
 
 
The Construction Administration Services Bureau is proposing revisions to Standard 
Specification, 603.03.4 Backfilling (Imperfect Trench).  Following the Standard Specification 
Revision Process outlined in the Construction Engineer’s Memorandum dated January 9, 2002 
the following information is provided. 
 

1. Standard Specification, 603.03.4 (B) Imperfect Trench will be deleted. 603.03.4 (C) Rock 
Embankment will be renumbered (B).   

 
2. The Proposed Draft of the change is attached along with this memorandum. 

  
 3. Revision to the Standard Specification is needed to delete a method that is no longer used 

and that has been deleted from the Detailed Drawings.  
 
4. Those impacted by the change include: 

 
   Contractors, MDT Field Crews 

 
5. The following individuals were consulted and/or involved in developing the proposed 

revisions: 
 

   MDT Hydraulics Section 
 

 
It is requested that written comments on the proposed revisions only, be 
returned to mdtspecifications@mt.gov no later than November 30, 2006. 
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Draft - #1  10-23-06 

Delete part B) under 603.03.4   

Renumber part C) Rock Embankment as part B) 

 

603.03.4 Backfilling 
B. Imperfect Trench Method. Culvert installation using the imperfect trench method is shown in 

the Detailed Drawings. 
B.  Rock Embankment. Install pipes placed in blasted or fractured rock embankments as follows: 

• Envelope the exposed pipe surface above the level of the bedding trench with 
graded bedding material. 

• Extend the envelope to 1/2 the nominal pipe diameter or 3 feet (915 mm), whichever 
is greater. Completely surround the pipe with graded bedding material when a 
bedded trench is not specified. 

• Use graded bedding material meeting Subsection 701.04.1 requirements; placed and 
compacted meeting Subsection 603.03.4(A). 
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